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' DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANC

The Wylie Home is todoy restored to its originol oppeoronce of I835, (the dote of its com-
pletion). lt is o house of the lote Federol Period refleciing certoin design concepts corried
west from Woshington, Pennsylvonio, by its owner Dr. Andrew Wylie. The house is locoted
on high ground with good noturql droinoge overlooking the countryside surrounding Blooming-
ion, lndiono,

The building wos constructed of hondmode brick, molded ond fired on the siie, ond rests on
o foundotion of limestone from o neorby quorry. Moior exterior wolls ore loid in q bonded
brick potfern with o gropevine type mortor ioint. The moin focode of the house focing south,
(unlike the rest of the elevotions), exhibits brick coursing in q Flemish Bond, whereos west,
north ond eost elevotions ond o recessed porch ore loid in running bond with o heoder course
every sixth course. All window ond door heods ore loid in o topered iock orch pottern, four
courses of brick high or opproximotely 12", sployed out opproximotely 2" directly obove the
iombs

The foundotion stone obove grode is tooled ond finished on the moin focode, whereos oll
other elevotions hove been loid in o rubble pottern. There is no stoop qt the front entronce,
however, limestone steps leod directly to the doorwoy ond ore hqnd tooled ond dressed on
olf edges. Window sills ore 3-1/2" thick poplor, proiecting beyond the brick work with o
drip cut on the underside. Shutters ore the slot iype single ponel hung with hond wrought
hinges, onchore$ into the.mgsqnry.,iombs.

The roof which is opproximotely a 5/12 pitch is covered with smooth shingles hcnd qrfir on
the site, o: Wg,s. tfre cosq wfren the house wos originolly construcied. Shingles ore yellow
poplor opproximotely 24" long ond 1/2" ot the exposed butt end. There iso floq deqkon,
the moin port of the house, bounded ot goble ends b! o pcir'of twin chimneys, with woodtn
bolusters ond hondroi.l qn opposite sides. A scuttle from the 3rd floor oreo leods to the roof
deck, which *o, ur"J by Dr. Wylie during his study of ostronomy. The deck is covered in
coPper. Gutters ore builtonto the roof ond ore supported by wooden brockets opproximote[y
30" on center. The downspouts proiect through the roof ond soffit of the box cornice..

The building includes on eost wing to fhe house, with o two sfory high frome-porch focing
front (south), together with two smoll rooms of frome construction terminoting the porch on
the eost extremity.

The moin secfion of the house includes two porlors on fhe first floor, entered from o certtrol
hollwoy, running from front to bock ond includes the moin stoirwoy to the second floor. To
the right of the moin holl is on entronce to the dining room ond from thot to the kitchen on
the eost end of the building. Between the kitchen ond dining room is o stoir well, one to the
bosement, over which is o service stoirwoy tothe second floor. The second floor plon is o
duplicotion of the first, providing four bedroom focilities, The third level or loft olso provided
odditionol sleeping oreo ond on occess to fhe roof deck.
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lnterior detoils of the building ore more eloborote on the first floor ond become less im-
porfqnt subdued on the third level. Eoch room in the house except on the f hird level hos
o fireploce. Mqntle detoils in ollrooms on the first floor except kitchen ore similor in con-
cept, but vory in detoil. Door ond window cosings ore mode up of severol units utilizing
plinths os o bose for door trim. There ore two types of rosettes ot the heods. The more
eloborote rosette is o hond corved potfern resembling o four leof clover ond the lesser design
o simple turned rosette. Allwoodwork ond trim throughout is notive Indiono yellow poplor
pointed. Flooring is I x 6 hond ploned tongue ond groove yellow poplor. Wood loih is
hond split ond the originol ploster is reinforced with onimol hoir. Unfortunofely, only smoll
oreos of originol ploster were solvogeoble. 

.\
The door locks ore the box or rim type, with elbow lotches by Corpenterernd Compony of bgn-
don, Englond. Locks were originol, but restored by Donold Streeter & Co. of New York. ,/

The building is strictly o house museumr.o memor.iol to-Dr. Andrew'Wylie; Fiist President of
Indiqno University. The building is open io the public ot designoted times ond for speciol
events. The modern heoting of the house is by electric rodiqnt heot with coils conseoled in
the ceiling ploster. There is no obvious intrusion of modern mechonicol equipmenf . Everything
is hidden except smoll sensing units for temperoture control .

The building is furnished with originol pieces from Andrew Wylie's fomily ond includes his
personol librory os well os ort work ond other oriifocts belonging fo ihe Wyliers. Before res-
torqtion intensive reseorch took ploce ond the results hove provided excellent documentofion
both pertoinint to the history of the fomily ond Dr. Wylie, os well os the building ond its con-
siruction. The records include originol bills of sole for numerous iiems used in the bui!ding
ond olso the originol hond written controct between Dr. Wylie ond lhe controctor:

The restorqtion took ploce between l96l ond 1965, with Edword D. Jomes, FAIA, commis-
sioned os Architect for ihe restorotion ond H. Roll McLoughlin, FAIA, os Proiect Architect.
Construction wos under the direction of Mr. John Dickson, who served os Clerk-of-the-Works
who personolly executed by hqnd much of the trim ond millwork throughout the building, using
vintoge tools ond moteriol solvoged from o structure of the some period. Mory Brown Croig,
orchivist for Indiono University, served os consultoni for interior furnishings ond ortifocts. Dr.
Hermon B Wells, Choncellor, heoded the restorotion committee representing the owner, The
Trustees of lndiono University.

R NPS USE ONLY

I
[q4rE_!_ryrE8ru.

H. R. McL



frl srcNrFrcANCE

PEBIOD

-PRE 
HISTORIC

_1400- 1499

_1500-1599
_1600,1699
_1 700- 1 799

)c18O0-1899

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

-ARCHEOLOGY,PREHISTORTC -COMMUNITY 
PLANNING 

-LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE

-ARCHEOTOGY.HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW_-AG R ICU LTU R E

l(ARcHtrEcru R€

._ ART

-COMM 
ERCE

-COMM 
UNICATIONS

-ECONOMICS -LITERATURE-XEDUCATToN _MtLtrARy

-ENGINEEBING -MUSIC
-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY
-INDUSTRY

-INVENTION
-POLITI 

CS,iGOVERNMENT

-RELIGION

-SCIENCE

-SCU 
LPTU B E

-SOCIA 
L,/HUMANITARIAN

-TH 
EATER

-TRANSPORTATION

-OTHER 
(SPECtFY)

I

sPEclFtc DATES I B 8U I LDER/ARCH ITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wylie House hos importonce concerning its orchitecture, the eorly history of its oreo, ondeducotion. The beouty ond elegonce of ifs Federol type orchitu"tur" hoi been noted in thepreceding item- One of the eorliest exomples of such orchitecture in its pori of lndiono,
Bloomington, wos less thon two decodes old when Wylie House wos built. Although the Doniel
Stout House (Old Sfone House), olreody on the Notionol Register, wos erected o short timeeorlier, it is locoied outside of Bloomington. Wylie House is omong the few buildings remoin-ing in Bloomington which hove ony connection with the lB30's. Moieover, it is ti;;;i;;;-
portont structure from fhis decode which hos been corefully restored ond is in on excellenf stoteof preservotion.

Andrew Wylie ond Wylie House ore of greot significonce regording the hisfory of educotion inIndiono. Although Indiono Stote Seminory hod been opened to strae.**e&ot,,l lg25 Gironge to
soy the exoct yeor.is in dispute), it hod no president urrtil Wylie'*orro io*eU-in 1g29, bywhich time it wos known os lndiono College. Wylie, who l",oa U"un prerid.nt of first JeffersonCollege ond then W_cshington College in western Pennsylvonio, r."roineJ president (lndiono
University from lB38) until his deoth in 1851. Wylie House ii'rhe bldest suiviving rirr"trr"directly ossocioted with Indiqno University. lndiono University's growth was slow, os for westernuniversities generolly in the pioneer'ero, buf it continued iti educotioriol progiam withouf in-ferruption, moking it the oldest stote university in the Middle West in ferms of its continuous
operotion ' President Wylie's efforfswere lorgely devoted to the developmenr of Iniiiono Univer-sity, but he olso ployed on qctive role, with Co'ieb Mills ond others, in sustoining the movemenrfor free common schools ond he from time to time gove importont public oddresses-to church, his-llroflcot, ond other groups.

Mony prominent men were ossocioted with or students ot Indiono University while Wylie wos itspresident' Among f!31 were: Joseph A. Wright, loter governor, Unirei Stotes Senotor, ondminister to Prussio; Williom H. Doiley, president of Indiono University, 1853-.;859; Addir* t_o"t 
"Rooche, iudge of the Indiono Supreme Court; George Grover Wright, chief iustice of lowo

Supreme court ond United stoies senotor from lowo; ond Judge Dovid McDonold of the UnitedStotes Circuit Court.

Professor Thomos D. Clork, current outhor of o three volume history of lndiono University ondformer president of.the Mississippi Volley Historicol Associotion (on Orgonizotion of AmericonHistorions) hos evoluoted Wylie in these words:
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"For over two decodes Andrew Wylie hqd been the predominont personol force in
the formotion of lndiono College ond University. Following with Colvinistic fidelity

'his precept of personifying the university, he hod served the institution os spokesmon,
scholor, ond fothermoster. Wylie wos Indiono University's first publishing scholor.
Stooped over his desk evenings ot home ot Second ond Lincoln streets, he prepored
long ond involved commencement ond public oddresses, which were loter published.
He demonstroted both thoughtfulness ond erudition".

(Thomos D. Clork, Indiono University: Midwestern Pioneer. Volume l, The Eorly Yeors.
lndiono University

D. F. C.
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